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bours should be reduced. Those statements, in
the opinion of the police authorities, or who-
ever was responsible for the prosccution,
amounted to ereating discontent and disaifec-
tion amengst fis Majesty 's subjects, whereas
-2 statement regarding guns and shooting did
not. How blind are they in the direction which
they do not wish to see, and what keen per-
ception they have where they do want to take
action. The point I am making is that there
is not one member of this Houge against whom
a police magistrate would not hold that a
prima facie case had not been made out for
statements uttered during the Referendum
campaign. There is, therefore, no weight in
the argument of the Attorney General that
the prosecution in question was justified by
reason of the faet that the police magistraie
considered a prima facie ease had been made
out. It was impossible to make statements
which wounld not create disaffection. [s there
any man in Australia who has made statements
that have created so much discontent and dis-
affection amongst His Majesty’s subjects as
the present Prime Minister has done? Why, he
has had Australia on the verge of civil war.
He eould not arrive at that stage without first
ereating discontent and disaffection; and so,
in a lesser degree, right down through all his
followers and satellites. 1 admit that T my-
self made innumerable statements likely to
create discontent and disaffection; so did
everrbody who took an active part in the
campaign. But why were these humble indivi-
duals singled out for prosecution, while cvery-
hody else was permitted to go free? Then,
too, Sir Walter James is called in to advise
the Government as to whether a case lies; and
if he decides that the ease ought to be taken,
he is to be given charge of the prosecution.

The Attorney General: That was not so; he
was not ealled in to advisc as to whether a case
laid. It was after the case was launched that
he was ealled in. T am sure of that faet. All
that T said was that T felt snre that a man in
his position, if not satisfied that there was
a prima faeie case, would so advise the Crown.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The. whole thing is so
much padding in the case, T bave the substan-
tial fact that the one tribunal which finally
dezlt with the matter deecided by their verdiet
that there was no case,

The Attorney Gencral: Decided that the ae-
cused were not guilty.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Well, decided that
there was not suflicient casc to justify a con-
vigtion, Perhaps thai is the correct version.

Mr. Smith: They might have given the pri-
=oners the benefit of the doubt.

Hon, P. COLLTER: I do net think there was
much doubt about it. However, it is of no
uge my lahouring the guestion. T am convineed
that it was a political prorecution, undertaken
for no other purpose. The evidence would not
justify it on any other grounds whatever. Ani
the great bulk of the people of Australia are
convineed that not only this, but innumerable
other prosecutions of a similar character, were
undertaken for that purpose. TIn my opinjon,
when they get an opporturity, they will express
that view in unmistakable fashion,

[COUNCLL, |

Question put and a division taken with the
following result :—

Ayes .. .. .. 13
Noes .. . .. 25
Majority against ., 12
NoEs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsia
Mr. Colljer Mr. Rocke
Me, Green Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr Jones Mr. G’Loghlen
Mr. Lambert (Teller.)
NoEs.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Nairn
Mr. Broun Mr. Pickering
Mr. Browa Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Draper Mr. H. Robloson
Mr. Durack Mr. R, T, Robiason
Mr. George Mr. Saith
Mr. Griffitha Mr. Stubbs

Mr, Teesdals
Mr. Thomson

Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlckmott

Mr, Lefroy Mr. Underwood
Mr. Maley Mr. Willmott
Mr. Money Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Multany | (Teller.)

(Question thus negatived.

House adjourned at 10.38 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 7th February, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4,30
p-m.,, and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ see ‘‘Micutes
of Proeeedings.’’]

‘““HANSARD''—REPORT QF JOINT
PRINTING COMMITTER.

Hen. Sir B, H. WITTENOOM brought up
the report of the Joint Printing Committer
in ¢omnection with the suggested abolition
of ‘‘Hansard,’’ which report was read by
the Clerk.

BILL—TOCAL OPTION CONTINU.
ANCE.

Read a third time and passed.
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BILL—BROOME LOCAL COURT ADMIR-
ALTY JURISDICTION.

Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY {(Hon. H.
P. Colebatch—East) [4.36] in moving the
second reading said: This is a very small
Bill aud the object of it will, I thiok, be
quite clear to hon members. At the presenc
time Admiralty jurisdiction is conferred on
the Supreme Court under the  Colonial
Courts of Admiralty Act of 1880, Nos. 53 and
34 Vietoria, Chapter 27, Cases have arisen
in the past where u considerable amount of
delay and expense has been caused both to
the State and to individuals through having
to refer claims for seamen’'s wages, and
similar small elaims, to the Supreme Court
for consideration. The object of the Bill
as set out in Clause 2, is to confer a limited
jurigdiction in Admiralty on the local court
of Broome, in respect of seamen’s wiges and
magters’ wages, and dishursements on  ac-
count of the ship. The limitations are (a)
that the ship shall not cxeeed 150 tons bur-
den. and (b) that the claims shall vot ex-
ceed £100. TUnder the Colonial Courts of Ad-
miralty Act, if this Bill is passed, it will re:
quire to be reserved for the signifieation ot
Hig Majesty’s pleasure. I move—

“‘That the Bill be now read a second
time.”’

Hon. W. KINGSMILL { Metropolitan)
[4.38F: T am very glad to find that this Bill
is being introduced. Cases have occurred in
Broome particularly, and in other ports 1
understand, where seamen who are ergaged
under eontract from Koepang and other places
have lost the opportunity of getting their
wages from employers who refuse to pay them,
because they have had to come to the Supreme
Court of Perth hefore being able to recover
them. Tf their elaim is then successful, their
legal expenses and travelling expenses are s0
great as to actually swallow up the amount
claimed. This, T think hon. members will
agree, is a state of affairs which is to be de-
plored. Tt is to the true interests of the
pearling community that a Bill of this kind
should go through, for this reason: hon. mem-
bers will be surprised, perhaps, to hear that
even in what is known as the East, Koepang
and other islands hegidezs Timor, with their
teeming willions of population, labour of any
class is getting harder and harder to obtain
year by yvear. Indeed the development of the
industries of those <ountries is ahsorhing all
the available lahour. The Governments of
these eountries, whether Portuguese or Dutch,
are making the conditions more and more
stringent. They wish to be svre that the peo-
ple who leare their shores under agreement to
the pearlers or other people shall receive fair
and honest treatment. And if it goes forth
that it is impossible for these people from
Koepang and other places to sue and recover
their wages from defaulting employers, it will
be the last straw, and the Dutch or Portupguese
Governments undoubtedly will refuse to allow
their subjects to further engage as seamen in
connection with the pearling industry. It is
high time that a Bill of thia kind was placed

on our Statute-bock, so as to allow these men
who earn their money after very hard work,
and who in some instances are the only men
who are qualified for the positions they fll, 1o
have the opportunity of getting their just
wages without being forced to lose time and
money in their efforts to recover what belongs
to them. [ have much pleasure in supporting
the Bill and congratulate the Government on
having introdoced it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a wecond time.

In Conunittee,
Bill passed threugh Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—PUBLIC EDUCATION
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.
P. Colebatch—East) L-l.ﬁ[l] in moving the
second reading said: The single object of this
Bill is to make compnlsory the odueation of
blind, deaf and mute children. The special
attention, and the sgpecial methods required
for the treatment of these unfortunate child-
ren, are not provided in our State schools and
consequently the compulsory clauses of our
Education Aet do not apply to these children.
In this respeet the State of Western Australia
ig behind most other countries and behina
other portions of the Commonwealth, Com-
pulsory edueation for blind, deaf and mute
chililren has been in existence in Scotland since
1880 and in England and Wales since 1393,
It is also in force in Tasmania, Victoria, New
Zealand and South Australia, and a Bill with
this object in view has been drafted in New
South Wales; while the only States in the
Commonwealth which have not taken steps to
make the edocation of blind, deaf and mute
children compulsory are Queensland and West-
ern Australia, So far as our inquiries have
gone the number of blind, deaf and mute
children not receiving edueation in this State
ig happily not very large, but we are of apinion
that the sooner steps are taken to alter this
condition of affairs the better it will he, be-
cause those parents who do keep their blind,
deaf and mute children away from edurcational
advantages are certainly doing it out of a
mistaken sense of kindness. Some of them are
reluetant to part with these children, They
think doubtless the children require special
attention, and they de not care about sending
them away from home even for the time re-
quired to enable them to receive education,
But if those parents had the opportuniiv of
seeing the children who have the advantage of
going through schools specizlly constituted for
their teaching, they would be struck with
astonishment at the contrast between the ¢hild-
ren afflicted in this way who have had oppor-
tuonities of education, and the children wha
have not. Those children who have not had
educational advantages are at once a burden
upon the State and a buorden upon themselves,
whilst those who have been educated lead.
comparatively speaking, bright and thappy
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liveg, and become useful and are able to pro-
vide for their own maintenance. It is usvally
the case with children aMicted in this way that
they are otherwise quite normal so far as
their ordinary intellect is concerned, and are
capable of being taught; in fact in some cases
we have seen that nature has made compensa-
tions and that those children afflicted Ly blind-
ness, or who may be ieaf and dumb, have par-
ticularly active inte.ects. 'Those children re-
quire eareful and patient training, and if they
arc given this trajning they will be alle in
most cases to contribute towards—if not en-
tirely—earning their own living, TFortunately
we have institutiong in onr midst at which the
training ean be afforded. The Vietoria Insti-
tute for the Blind at Maylands has been in
existence for upwards of 20 years, and a great
many students have passed through it. Those
students have learned not merely to read and
take an interest in the affairs of life, but many
have learned music and have also learncd
trades and have qualified themselves for earn-
ing their own livelihoods. The school at May-
iands takes in chiidren who live in the neigh-
bourhood, as day students. Those who live
further away are taken in as weekly boarders,
while some from remote parts of the State are
taken in as boarders who go home merely at
vacation time. Payment iz made by the parents
who ean afford to pay, but the institution has
never refused to take and edueate a blind
ehild if the parent has not been abie to afford
to pay. The public support this institution
generously and the Government contribute to-
wards its support, and blind children are not
refused accommodation and {raining, ecven
though the parents may not be able to pay.
The institution is prepared to extend its accom-
modation so as to provide training, and if
necessary living accommodation for all the blind
children who may be forthcoming, and it is
prepared to do that quite irrespective of
whother the parents are able to pay or not.
The Bill follows closely the provisions of ex-
isting legislation in South Awustralia, Victoria,
and New Zealand. The ecompulsory period is
from G to 16 years of age. In England and
Scotland the compulsory ages are from 5 to 16
for the blind and from 7 to 16 for the deaf
and mute. In Tasmanin and New Zealand the
ages are from 7 to 16 in both eclasses, and in
Sonth Anstralia from 6 to 16, and it is the
South Australian proposal we intend to follow.
It is recognised that in making the education
of these children compulsory the State must
be prepared, if necessary, to face some finan-
cial responsibility. Schools for these children
cannot he provided in every district, and eon-
sequently their education may often involve
sending them away from home, and some mea-
sure of payment for their maintenance in the
institution in whieh they are being taught will
¢ neeossary.  Subelause 2 of Clause 2 pro-
vides that if parents are unable to pay either
to provide the edueation themselves or to pay
for the edueation of their children in the insti-
tntion, in snch eases they will be required to
notify the Minister of their inability to de so,
and the Minister will then direet the sending
of the children to a apeeified institation. The
Minister will also enter into an agreement with
the parents by which the latter will pay a cer-

LLUUNGLLL |

tain sum towards the education and mainten-
ance of the children at such institutipns, and if
an agreement cannot be arrived at mutoally
between the Minister and the parents, any
court of summmary jurisdietion may make an
order against the parent for such sums as it
deems fit, the sum nut to exceed 10s. a weck.
Whilst it is recognised that it may be necessary
for the State to find a small sum of money, L
do not think there can be any deubt that it will
he money well spent, because if the expendi-
ture of u few pounds a year during the period
from & to 16 years enables a child to become
self supporting, that will be a burden lifted
from the shoulders of the general community.
In practically all cases parents will he able to
contribute, if not the entire cost, at least some
portion of the cost. If a child is sent to an
mstitution as a permanent boarder the parents
will be relieved of the cost of the maintenance
of that child, and even the poorest parents if
they are ealled upon to pay the greater portion
of the cost of the maintenance of the child
will not be worse off, The remaining eclanses
of the Bill are purely machinery clauses to per-
mit of the carrying out of the objects in view.
[ move—

““That the Bill be now read a second

© time,??
On motion by Heon, J. Duffell debate ad-
Journed,
BILL—APFRENTICES.
Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon, H. P.

Colebatech—East) [4.538] in moving the seccond
reading said: A Bill similar, in fact identical
with the one now before the IHouse excepting
an alteration in the conelnding clauses to which
[ will draw the nttention of hon. members—was
submitted by to this House in March of last
year. T then explained that similar legislation
had already been passed by the Parliaments of
New South Wales and South Australia. As [
then pointed out a large number of apprentices
in the various trades had enlisted for active
serviee, and in the majority aof cases, and I
trust T am correet in saying in practically all
cases, the employers have undertaken to kecp
their positions open for them. There are cer-
tain features of the Apprentices Act which they
cannot comply with unless a Bill of this de-
scription is passed. The first object of the Bill
is to protect the interests of the apprentices
whilst they are away, so that when they return
they may resume their apprenticeship without
suffering any undue bardship or penalty.
Clause 2 of the Bill provides for the suspension
of the apprenticeship during the period of mili-
tary service, and for six months thereafter un-
less revived under this Act, while Subeclause 2
provides that any limitation as to age of ap-
prentices or to the term of any apprenticeship.
or any other provision which would prevent the
revival of the apprenticeship, shall not apply
to apprentices who have been on active service.
The second provision of the Bill is intended to
enable employers to engage additional appren-
tices up to the full complement which they are
entitled to employ, in addition to those appren.
tiers whose period has been suapended becgiide
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of their absence on active service. The position
pow is that if an employer whose apprentice~
bave gone away, makes application to the Arhi-
tration Court with &  request to be
permitted to put on additional ap-
prentices, he is  told  that  he al-
ready has the full number of apprentices on
his books, and that he cannot empley muore
nnless he terminates the apprenticeships of
thos~ who bave pgore away on service. This is
undoubtedly a nost undesirable state of affairs,
hoth from the point of view of the employer
and of the industry in which he is engapged.
It is also very umsatisfactory in that it pre-
vents youths from securing the advantages of
apprenticeship, There was one feature of the
Biil as introdueed in March last to which strong
exception was taken, | think by Mr. Dodd. Tt
was to the effect that in caleulating the number
of upprentices which any employer might be
eutitled to engage, the number of tradesmen
who had gone away to the war should be
added to the number remaining in the estahb-
lishment. That provision was taken from
the New South Wales Act, and T confess that
some reasonable objection might be taken to
it from a trades union point of view, and
consequently it has been rvemoved from the
present Bill. Tn most industries the number
of apprentices is fixed by the Arbitraiion
Court in accordance with the number of adult
employees. All that the Bil) does is to per-
mit apprentices to be taken on to make np
that total irrespective of those who have
gone on active service. The South Australian
Act did not make any reference to this ques-
tion of putting on additienal apprentices to
make up the full complement irrespective of
those who had enlisted, the rveason for that
omission being that in Sounth Australia, with
the exception only of the building trade, the
Arhitration Court has not limited the number
of apprentices in any industry. T may point
out that both in New South Wales and South
Australia these Bills were introduced hy
Labour Governments, and in no case was
any cxeeption taken to lheir passage. They
were not introdueced by XNational Govern-
ments. During the debate which took place
in this House last year, I think it was JMr.
Sanderson who asked that some statement
should be made as to the number of appren-
tices registered at the Court of Arbitration
and the number of apprentices of whom not-
ice had becn given to the clerk that they had
enlisted in the military forces, and T have
endeavoured to secure details under those
headings, but I am afraid they are not alto-
gether satisfactory. I obtained a return
from the Court of Arbitration which shows
the number of apprentices is 573. Of that
number 148 are in the tailoring trade. almost
all of whom are women who are not affected
hy the proposal. The number of apprentices
of whom notice has been given to the court
as having gone on active service is 79, but
I think from the figures supplied to me from
other sources that the number is far bevond
that. Tn the timber industry there were 17
apprentices employed, of whom )5 have gone
to the war. JIn the engineering industry
there were 32 employed, and 17 have gone to
the war, But in that particular trade it is
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shown that only five of the 17 who had gone
to the war, had notificd the Court of Arbitra-
tion to that effeet, so that the return is wot
us comprehensive as we might desire. In the
furniture trade there were 39 apprentices
and eight have gone to the war, and in many
cases it appears that half or moere than ball

of the apprentices—in one case 15 out
of 1li—have gone on uactive service,
TUnless some  legislation i3  introduced:

the door is practically closed to anyone learn-
ing these trndes. When these men come back
they will be put on until their apprentice-
ship is completed, and it will be found that
some employers bave more apprentices thun
they are entitled to. But that is a small
thing compared with the serious consequences
that must result otherwise. Whilst the Bill
to whiech T have alrcady referred was under
consideration in this House, arrangements
were made for a committec to discuss the
couditions of apprenticeship and to  make
recommendations. That committee consisted
of the following gentlemen:—the Nirertor
of Education, the Director of Technical Idn-
cation, Mr. Senior Inspector Clubb (repre.
senting the Education Department), Messrs,
F. 8. Andrews and W. Leslic (representing
the Chamber of Commerce), Messrs. J. T
Brown and C. J. Locke (representing the
Chamber of Manufacturers), and Messrs,
Barker, (ameron, Hendley, and MecCallum
(representing the Metropolitan Couneil of the
Australian Labour Federation). After this
committee was appointed, and aeting to some
extent on the suggestion of Mr. Dodd, 1 did
not proceed further with the Bill, Tt was al-
lowed to drop so that the committee could
complete its work, and sa that the matter
conld be further considered by Parliament
afterwards. The committee completed its
labours towards the end of last year, and [
regret to say it has not been found possible
to come to a definite nnderstanding on the
more important points. After two meetings
of the committee had been beld it was de-
cided that three sub-committees should he
formed to deal with the three prineipal groups
of trades in which apprentices are employed,
namely, the engineering and metal working
trades, the building trades (inciuding plumb-
ing), amd the furniture trades. These three
sub-committees have met on several oceasions
and have discussed the conditions of the re-
spective groups of trades. In the engineering
trades it was found that the full number of
apprentives allowed was being employed in
most of the metal-working branches. The
railway workshops are alloweld only ome ap-
prentice for four workmen, while the private
employers are allowed one apprentice to two
workmen. Tt was stated that this matter was
shortly coming hefore the Arbitration Court.
There are other features in this report which
probably we will find of interest in different
dirertions, but which have no bearing on the
present Bill, therefore T am giving the par-
ticulars. Tt was not founl possible to arrive
at any agreement with regard to a recommen-
dation for an inerease in the number of ap-
prentices. The sub-committee agreed, how-
ever, {a) that compulsory technical education
was essential for apprentices, (b} that a com-



wittee should be appointed to advise on the
courses for apprentices in all branches of the
engineering trades and to appoint examiners.
It was suggested that the committee should
consist of three representatives of the masters,
three representatives of the workers, and three
representatives of the Education Department.
The committee should have power to call in
representatives of particular branches, if de-
sired, to advizse on matters concerning their
‘special  interests. (e¢) That -examinations
shonld be held quarterly. An  apprentice
shounid have the choice of heing cxamnined at
either the next examination preeceding the
termination of his year,or the next examina-
tion after that date, (d) There shonld be a
board of cxaminers for cach branch of the
trade, consisting of a representative of the
masters, a representative of the workers, aud
an officer of the Technical School. (e) The
examination should, if possible, be held at the
Teehnical School. In the furniture trades it
was found that some of the firms concerned
were not taking their full number of appren-
tices. 1t was deeided to send a circular in the
name of the sub-committee nreging all firmg
to take as many apprentices as the award per-
mitted. The representatives of the unions,
however, subsequently withdrew from this posi-
tion. The employers’ representatives are still
carrying ont the proposed course of action on
their own acecount. The sub-committee agreed
upon the necessity for compulsory technical
education for apprentices, and for a scheme
of control by a committec with a regular ex-
iumnination system nas outlined in the last see-
tion. The building trades presented the most
diffieult problem. The econtractor’s husiness
is not sufficiently continuons and settled to
nmake them willing to bind themselves to em-
ploy apprentices for five years. The conse-
quence is that in many branches there are no
boye trained at all and there is no prospect
of any supply of skilled workers within the
State. The employers wished for the re-intro-
duction of the ‘‘improver syatem,’’ or for the
reeognition of short-term apprenticeships. The
workers’ representatives, however, are unable
to agrce to support this suggestion. All agreed
that the present system was a failure, and
that the introduetion of the apprenticeship
aystem in these trades had resnlted in a total
absence of boys being properly trained. The
workers’ representatives were unable to make
any suggestion for immediately improving the
situation, but suggested that the Government
should undertake more construetion work and
s0 provide for apprentices. As the members
of the sub-committee were unable to cone to
an agreement the matter must be left for the
Arbitration Court to be dealt with. While the
rommittee was unable to arrive at any agree-
ment with regard te proposals for inereasing
the oumber of apprentices. It has reason to
hLelieve that, partly as a result of its discus-
siong, improved opportunities are likely to be
provided in several of the main groups of
trades. The joint committee recommends that
a Biil be brought in as soon as possible giving
the Government power to make technical edu-
cation compulsory for all apprentices in skilled
trades. Tt recommends the appointment of an
advisory committee for each prineipal groups

of trades. This applies to all groups of trades,
and not only to the three large groups men-
tioned above. The advisory committee would
deal with the course of study and practical
work to be provided at the technical schools,
and should have power to nominate the mas-
ters and workers' representatives on the ex-
amining board for the various branches of
the trades. The examinations should be held,
if possible, at the Technical School at regular
intervals.  Althongh T understand a certain
amount of opposition will be shown to the
Bill, T trust that members will look at it from
the point of view of the general gond of the
community. Tt seems to me that it would be
nothing hut disastrons if we did not allow a
nomber of young fellows the opportunity of
learuing trades. Apprentices have gone to the
war with the expeetation of their employers
keeping their places open for them, and these
young fellow may be away two, three, or four
years, and if the employers are not allowed to
put on apprentices while they are away a
great deal of injury will be done to the trads.
We shall be closing the door in the face of
the rising generation, Looking at it from that
poiut of view, [ hope the House will pass the
second reading of the Bill. T move—
““That the Bill be now read a second
time_ll
On wotion by Ton. J. Cunningham debate
adjourned.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUATION.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN (South) [5.2]: T
moved the adjournment of the debate on this
Bill vesterday, as it seemed to me that thers
was a possibility of the measure going through
without any discussion whatsoever. In view
of the great amonnt of money involved in
connection with the TIndustries Agsistance
Board, aud also in view of varicus other mat-
ters whieh have eropped up in connection with
that institution, and more especially the re-
ferences made to it in the interim report of
the Royal Commission on Agrienlture, I fully
expeeted that at any rate something would
have been said in the way of either blessing
or cursing this institation. When the Bill
was before another place the Minister in
charge of it invited criticism regarding the
board; but it was stated in that House that
the better course would he to postpone svch

criticism until the Estimates were be-
fore members, Whatever reason thore
may be for postponing eriticism in
another place until the-  Bstimates

have been brought down, it is a great mistake
for members of this Chamber to postpone any
criticism in whiech they eare to indulge, until
such time as the Estimates are before ua; be-
cause the experience of past years is that the
Estimates receive very little in the nature of
eriticism in this Chamber. As a rule they have
come down at a very late period of the session,
when everybody is tired; and after they have
been diseussed in another place, they are put
upon the Table of this House and we are told
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that we bave to pass the whole lot in one sit-
ting. For that reason I think that any mem-
ber of this House who has anything to say
upon the matters involied in this measure
would be making a great mistake if he waited
until the Estimates reached this Chamber, Re-
garding the assistance which has been
remilered to the agrieultural industry in the
past, 1T think agricultural members will say
that all members representing distriets which
are not agricultural—members  representing
the cities, such as Perth and Premantle, and
members representing the pastoral industry,
and also the members representing the pold-
fiekis--who represent sections of the com-
munity that are not directly, althongh they are
all indireetly, concerned in the agrieultural in-
dustry, have adopted an attitude which has
heen invariably oue of readiness to assist in
every way towards helping the agrieultural in.
dustry and giving it the most lavish and most
generous support. The only feeling which has
existed among those members of late is a feel-
ing that that assistance, or a large portion of
it, has been ahsolutely wasted. There is a
feeling of want of confidence in the grencral
administration which has gone on as regards
both the Todustries Assistance Board and the
Agricultural Bank, as well as in the matier of
some of the agricultural railways whieh have
been built.  Tn these connections there is
amonpst memhers a feeling that a great deal
of the money which they so readily and gener-
ously granted for the development of the
agricultural industry has been mis-spent. Tf
anything ¢an Le said to satisfy hon. members
that the Industries Assistance Board have been
put upon a better basis, 1 am sure it will do
good, T am yuite satisfied that the adminis-
tration of the hoard has improved, and very
congiderably improved, of late: and it badly
needed improvenent. But T am not too sure
that there is not plenty of scope for further
improvement, Some of the comments which
have heen published regarding the Industries
Assistance Board tend strongly to show that it
is desirable at any rate to have as much in-
formation as we can regarding what is heing
done in relation to the hoard. We all remem-
her the cireumstances under which the Board
was created, It started in 1915, and the gen-
eral understanding then was that the opera-
tions of the board would be of a merely tem-
porary character. None of us thought that
the board would involve the huge expenditure
which its operations have in fact involved. I
observe that in the report submitted to the
Houze regarding the operations of the board
to the 31st March, 1916—a report dealing
with the operations of the board up to 18
months ago—ithere is a quotation from what
was stated by the Minister in another place in
introduveing legiglation to establish the hoard.
I quote from this report the exact statement
of the Minister—

Tn December, 1914, the necessary Bill was
submitted to Parliament and explained by
the Minister for TLands. The Minister
pointed out that it was the desire of the
Government to put matters on a praetieal
and business bagia.

I would ask members to bear that remark in
mind—the Minister wanted to put matters

upen a practical and business basis—in view
of just n few sentences fhat I will quote from
the interim report of the Royal Commission
on Agriculture as to what was the result of
endeavouring te place matters upon ‘‘a prac-
tical and business basis.’”” Further, I woukl
draw hon. members' attention to the fact that
this report which was laid on the Table of the
House is, as I say, 18 months old, and is
a rather lenpthy report in which the details
are gone into fully, From this report one
would be led to suppose that everything in
the Industries Assistance Board was going on
satisfactorily. A rather strange commentary
upon this report is afforded by the observa.
tions of the Royal Commission on Agricul-
ture as to what was really going ou at the
time, [ am glad to know that the personnel
of the hoard has entirely changed since then,
and it is evident that a considerable improve-
ment has heen effected of late; bnt at the
sante time it is worth while drawing attention
to the matter in order to show what value
ean he placed upon some of the reports which
are Inidl on the Table of thig Ilouse. The
Agrienltural Comnmission’s report, which to me
at any rate is a most interesting document,
deals in a very drastic way indeed with, at
all events, the yearly operations of the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. Tt refers to ‘‘this
wnfortunate institution.”?  This was the in-
stitution which we were informed was to put

things on a practical business basiz.  The
Apricultural Commission’s report states—
This unfortunate institution, designed

to administer, with & raw and untrained
staff, the affairs of thousands of farmers
from a central office in Perth, undoubtedly
saved the wheat belt, but in doing so wus
guilty of every sin in the agricuitural and
administrative ealendar.

The Agricnltural Commission also referred
to ‘‘the hapless management.”’ The report
says—

The hapless management deserves all
sympathy, but its want of initintive and
organising power, as shown in the evi-
dence, must have been as costly to the
State as it undoubtedly was to the selee-
fors.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Is that the report of
the entire Commission?

Member: Tt is a majority report,

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN: T caunnot find that
the minority report of the Chairman modi-
fies this in any way. However. the report
continves, expressing grave doubt as to
whether it was advisable to start the In-
dustries Assistance Board at all. Tf T re-
member rightly, at the time the hoard were
started, everybody was in favour of the
step. | do not remember that there was any
opposition to it offered by any party. Con-
sequently, we are all equally culpable in
connection with the inatter, Tt is rather in-
teresting to find the following paragraph in
the interim report—

The question arises as to whether the
Industrirs  Assistance Board was ever
really mnecessary. The aim of the State
was to enable the setilers to rewnain on
the land, and it is pertinent at this stage
to refleet that if an ordinary subsidy per
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agre of ecrop grown had been available
through established business channels, all
the good accoants would have been car-
vied on at no cost to the State, leaving
only the doubtful accounts, If this couwrse
had been followed, firstly, and undoubtedly,
the eost to the settler would have been
no greater under the expert local manage-
ment of financiers, merchants, and traders.
Probably much less. We should certainly
have seen less of instances such as the
supply of seed wheat and fertiliser too
late to be worth using; and even if the
State had been forced to proteet the weak
aecounts, the area of State assistance
would perhaps have been limited to the
capacity of the State to administer. Onme
main coneclusion is irrestible, and that is
that the Industries Assislance Board was
unable to exhibit either ceonomy or effec-
tiveness,
The Royal Commiasion then proceeded to men-
tion the extent of the financial obligations of
the State in comnection with the board—
We find that advances to the 30th June
last, to the extent of £2,232,163, have
been made by this institution to 3,356 set
tlers for general farming operations.

The Comnnisgion go on to say that an im-
provement has been eifected—

We are pleased to note from ths evi-
dence that the pgenerally accepted idea
that farmers under the management of the
Industries Assistance Board are not making
good is at variance with facts. Quite a
large proportion of these mem are working
hard and adopting more thrifty methods,

The Royal Coemmission generally indicate
that there is a very marked improvement;
but there is a certain matter to which they
¢all special attention. They claim that they
were not able to discover the cost of run-
ning the Industries Assistance Board, It is
a very remarkable thing that the Royal Com-
mission should not he able to ascertain the
cost of administration of a Board dealing
with such an immense amount of money. They
slate-—

We were unable to ascertain the cost of
running the Industries Assistance Board,
hut this must be considerable, and, as the
cost is borne by the general taxpayer, we
do not consider that the State has any
justification in carrying on any accounts
which can be taken over by the Agricul-
tural Bank or financial institutions. The
State’s activities should bhe directed solely
to nursing the weak and helpless acecounts
into selvency and stability.

L would like to know whether or not the
Government intend that that recommen-
dation shall be adopted. The Royal Com-
mission further state—

It is our duty to draw attention to the
fact that there are a fair number of ae-
¢ounts which are now being carried on by
the Industries Assistance Board, which are
now financially sirong. All these aceounts
should be closed. as we feel sure that it
is not contemplated by the Government
that they should be carried on any further
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than the point at which the farmer is able
to manage for himself.

I think it would be interesting to know whether
or not the Gevernment propose that the recom-
mendation in that respect should be earried
into effect. It scems a very wise one, and if
followed it would make us hope that at some
time or unother we might see finality in regard
to the board. Last evening the Colonial Secre-
tary ptaced on the Table a2 statement regard-
ing the Industries Assistance Board which was
furnished by the Minister (Hon. R. T. Robin.
son), That statement certainly helps us to
get a little more information conecerning the
operations of the board. Still there are many
matters in respect of whiech further informa-
tion should be given at a time like this. For
instance, there is no indication as to what is
exactly the cost of the administration of the
board. [t may e very law, or it may be very
high, but at any rate the information which
the Agricnltural Commission was so extremely
desirous of getting should be seeured as early
as possible, 0 that the public may know the
cost.  Furthermore, it would be interesting
to know what is the estimated amount of the
loss in connection with the Industries Assist-
ance Board. We all know that there will be
a loss. Tt was known at the time the beard
was appointed that there would be some loss,
but I do not think anyone then anticipated
that it would be a stupendous loss. It was
thought some time ago that the loss might
amount to £400,000, but I have been told on
very excellent authority that it will be only
£200,000. S0, whilst we can get a ecertain
amount of satisfaction from the faet that the
loss will not be as stupendous as most of us
thought it would be, still it is rather a serious
matter, in a time of financial trouble such as
the present, to be told in respect of an insti-
tution like this that the loss will amount to
only £200,000. In connection with what was
laid on the Table last night there is a very
interesting statement regarding the classifica-
tion of the positions of assisted scttlers as at
31st March, 1917, seven months ago. The
statement s prepared in a way somewhat
different from that in which erdinary business
statements are treated, As a rule, aceounts
are clagsified as good or bad and doubtful
debts. In the case of this classification there
are four divisions in which the accounts are
placed. We have good accounts, fair accounts,
donbtfnl aecounts and bad aecounts. To my
mind it is extremely difficult to distinguish
between what are fair accounts and what are
doubtful aceounts. Accounts that, while not
actually bad, cannot come under the heading
of good accounts, might reasonably come under
the heading of doubtful aceounts. If accounts
be mnot good they must contain element of
douht. Good accounts represent 25 per cent.
of the total advances made; that is, one-fourth
of the advances made to settlers represent
good accounts. There is under the heading of
fair accounts 30 per cent. represented, and
under the heading of doubtful accounts 38
per eent., and under the heading of had
accounts six per cent. Tf we class the bad
accounts and the doubtful accounts fogether
—1T think the doubtful must be very doubtful
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when they cannot be included with the fair
accounts—we get 44 per cent. of the total
advances made. A position like this calls
for the consideration of hon. members, when
we are asked to coutinue the operatious of the
Industries Assistance Act. Of course, there
is no Jikelihood of any opposition being offered
to the Bill. It ought to be passed; there is
no alternative to passing it; but at the same
time some of the faets and figures and par-

ticulars regarding this board ought to
be presented to the House. We had
some presented in the form of this state-
ment tabled last night, hut the state

ment, as I have already pointed out, did
not contain some particulars which we would
have liked to get. Furthermore, when the
Bill was passed, we were told that not only
would the agricultural industry be assisted,
but alse the industries of mining and of
pearling. T know of cne case in mining that
reecived assistance under the Tondusfries As-
sistance Board. The wmoney was paid back
in full at the end of sowne months, and it
certainly rendered very considerable help to
one¢ particular mine working to-day and em-
ploying a great many men, and which might
not have been working but for the assistance
rendered under the Aet. I think we might
have been given some particnlars regarding
what has been done in connection with min-
ing and pearling. I do not know the extent
to which assistance has bheen rendercd, and
my remarks have been made for the purpuse
of getting information. Further, as we are
face to face with a very serions problem in
conneection with the rabhit invasion in this
State, 1 wonld like to be sure that the esti-
mates regarding the position of the Tndus-
tries Assistance Board as to the losses en-
tailed in connection with its operations have
taken into account the fact that no doubt the
conntry will suffer very severcly as the result
of the eoming of the rabbits. T wonld like to
hear from some members who know more
about the practical working of this board how
its operations are going on in their particular
provinces.

On motion by Hon. E. M. Clarke, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—PASTORAL LEASEHOLDS AND
LAND ACT AMENDMENT ACT. 1917,

Debate resumed from Tuesday, 5th Febru-
ary, an the motion by Hon. 8ir E. H. Witte-
noom:—*‘That in the opinion of this House
it is desirable tbat the Government should
extend the time of applieation for coming
wirder the amended Land Act to pastoral
leaseholders whoe hold more than 1,000,000
acres in any once division, until twelve months
after peace ia declared, so that the owners,
many of whom are in England working in
connection with the war, may have an op-
portunity of visiting this State and person-
allv superintending the division or disposal of
their surplus properties on the terms that
douhle rent be paid for the extended period.’’

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.
P. Cotehateh—East) 15.40]: T have nothing
to sav in regard to the motion except that,
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having given the matter coasideration, the
Government see no objection to it. But I
think Mr, Drew was right in saying that if
the desire of Sir Edward Wittenoom is to
he carried out, it will have to he done by Act
of Parliament. The Government are now con-
sidering the drafting of a short Bill to meet
these circumstances. and it will be submitted
te Parliament presently, when members will
have full opportunity of discussing it.
Question put and passed.

ADIOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COLONTAT SECRETARY (Hon H.T.
Colebatch—East} {5.41]: In view of the fact
that the husiness likely to be available dur-
ing next week will not occupy the atten-
tion of hon. meinbers for nore than a day,
and understanding, as T do, that it will
hetter suit the eenvenience of hon, members
if we do not meet next week, T move—

““Thut the House nt its rising adjourn
till Tuesday, 19th Febrnary.’?

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.42 p.m,

Tegislative Rssembly,

Thursday, 7th February, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 pan,
and read prayers.

HHANSARD'—REPORT OF JOINT
PRINTING COMMITTEE.

Mr. SPEAKER brought up the report of the
Joint Printing Cominittee in connection with
the suggested abolition of ‘‘Hansard.’’

The Clerk read the report as follows:—

1. Tn view of the suggestion that the
publication of ‘*Hansard’’ should be dis.
continved on the score of cxpense, your
Committee have thought it right to hold an
inquiry into the question whether any sub-
stantial economies ecan be effected, and with
that objeet have called for suggestions from
the Chief ‘“Hunsard’'’ Reporter and members
of his staff, and from the Government Prin-
ter. 2. As a result of the inquiry the Com-
mittee do not recommend the adoption of
any substitute for the present system, be-
cause each of them woull mean expenditure
for a result of no practieal value. Particu-
lars of the schemes referred to are detailed
in the appendix attached. The Committee
have not dealt with publication by econtract,



